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As a republic, the majority of legislation within the United 
States of America is passed through representatives within 
government rather than through the direct votes of the civilians of 
the nation(i).With the majority of those in government coming from 
non-minority backgrounds, there are often laws passed for a group 
of people or community by members of government that are not a 
part of the groups that their legislation will impact(ii,iii).

Throughout my time teaching Civics and American History 
with my students, over 90% of whom are people of color (iv), 
students examine the legislative process and those who have power 
within it. From this, my students begin to question the role of their 
own voices and abilities within the change making process. While I 
have already created a teaching tool that uses an understanding of 
the legislative process as a means for peacebuilding and furthering 
rights(v), the vital goal of this research is is to teach students how to 
increase rights through peacebuilding practices within communities 
through the examination of systems and local projects, rather than 
through only legislative means.

I plan to use the historical timeline of various rights movements 
presented within the Civics and American History curricula to 
explore the continuity and change, comparisons, causes and effects, 
and strategies behind movements over time. I will then use a series 
of guiding explorations that connect the history with the Eight 
Pillars of Peace with the peacebuilding process of planning an 
effective and replicable peace project.

The theme for this research is to 
increase student understanding of 
their right to rights. This is 
accomplished through students 
learning what their rights are, who 
fought for them, how they were 
fought for, and the challenges that 
have led to the limitation of rights 
over time. 

Patricia Shafer of the Alliance for 
Peacebuilding directed me to 
examine UNLEASH, a program 
aimed at helping youth plan impactful 
peacebuilding initiatives (vi). I was 
also able to utilize research from the 
Institute for Economics and Peace 
concerning the Eight Pillars of Peace 
and their importance and impact 
within pursuing peace(vii). 

i“
City Mayors: African American Mayors. (n.d.). Www.citymayors.com. Retrieved July 20, 2022, from http://www.citymayors.com/mayors/black-american-mayors.html

Current Numbers. (n.d.). Cawp.rutgers.edu. Retrieved July 20, 2022, from https://cawp.rutgers.edu/facts/current-numbers

Explore West Charlotte High in Charlotte, NC. (n.d.). GreatSchools.org. Retrieved July 20, 2022, from https://www.greatschools.org/north-carolina/charlotte/1300-West-

Charlotte-High/

SCHAEFFER, K. (2021, January 28). Racial, ethnic diversity increases yet again with the 117th Congress. Pew Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

tank/2021/01/28/racial-ethnic-diversity-increases-yet-again-with-the-117th-congress/

Section 1: Principles of the American Republic | Center for Political Thought and Leadership. (n.d.). Cptl.asu.edu; Arizona State University. Retrieved July 20, 2022, from 

https://cptl.asu.edu/civic-literacy-curriculum/section1

Understanding the key attitUdes and institUtions that Underpin peacefUl societies PEACE PillArs of. (2022). 

https://www.gpplatform.ch/sites/default/files/Pillars%20of%20Peace%20Report%20%20IEP.pdf

UNLEASH. (2019). UNLEASH. UNLEASH. https://unleash.org/

Students will research the rights that they 
are wanting to further alongside the 
workability of their proposed peace project 
with members of the target community 
they plan to impact, local organizations 
that are working on similar projects, and 
by understand where and how their 
project should be implemented to have 
maximum impact. 

Students will be expected to engage with 
and present results on their peace 
projects at the end of the year while also 
documenting their experience throughout 
the process. 

The Eight Pillars of (Positive) Peace
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Student Inquiry 

The examination of both the history of a right 
and how a specific human right exists and is 
protected  within the United States through the 
lens of the Eight Pillars of Peace and how it 
can be furthered through the examination of 
what can still be done within each of the Eight 
Pillars will allow students to understand the 
multiple factors that impact and uphold one’s 
access to that human right. 

With this understanding of the history of a 
right, what is currently present in terms of 
protections for this right, and what can still be 
added for the expansion of any specific 
human right, students will be able to unpack 
the possibilities of change within singular pillar 
of peace  to create an implementable action 
plan. 

Throughout the school year in American History 
and Civics, students will be learning about the different 
social movements within the United States and will be 
tracking the timeline of how these different movements 
progressed throughout the course of history and over the 
academic school year. Once students have mapped out 
the timeline of various movements, including but not 
limited to the Abolition Movement, Worker’s Rights 
Movement,  Women’s Suffrage Movement, and the Civil 
Rights Movement, students will pick a movement that 
resonates most with them in terms of their interests, lived 
experiences, and their understanding of the topics to 
examine for modern relevance in terms of changes that 
can still be made to increase the efforts of these 
movements. 

In the activity students will start by plotting key events 
that impact the furthering or limiting the objectives of a 
movement onto a timeline. These events should include 
legislative moves from various levels and branches of 
government, civilian reactions and responses to 
government actions, protests led by civilians and 
activists, counter movements that emerged, alongside a 
brief listing of the causes and effects of these key 
moments in time. Students will then examine which 
actions and groups limited the objectives of the 
movements, and those that furthered them. This position 
is meant to help students understand what strategies 
furthered the objectives of their chosen movement and 
which were counterproductive and why. 

Once these timelines are made and understood, 
students will then be responsible for examining the 
modern access to a limits of the primary right that was 
fought for within their chosen movement. They will do this 
by examining how the access to this right is present 
within and relates to each of the Eight Pillars of Peace. 
Once this is done, students will then use the Eight Pillars 
of Peace to examine what still needs to be done to 
increase access to this right within each pillar. From 
here, students will be able to choose one of the ideas 
within one of the pillars from the latter examination to turn 
into a peace project through community partnership, 
research, and timely planning. 

At the conclusion students will make a peace project 
to increase rights alongside making a letter of appeal to 
their local officials within their community.


