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THE GLOBAL ENERGY CHALLENGE 



What are the most important influences on the 
development of our modern civilization? 

The availability 
of usable energy  
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“It’s tough to make 
predictions, especially 
about the future.” 

-Yogi Berra 



By the year 2050 (current rate), our 
energy needs could be over….. 

y = 0.0466x + 1.0985 
R² = 0.9823 
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2004 UN Predictions 



US and China Energy Usage 
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

• Math:  Data collection 
• Language Arts/Social Studies: How does this energy 

crisis affect people across the globe? 
• Science: Energy sources, usage of energy  
• World History:  Patterns of energy usage, harmful 

sources of energy, how our environments have been 
changed by these sources 

• Global Studies: Comparison of energy usage by 
country, availability of resources for other countries 
(i.e. 1st world vs. 3rd world) 

• Economics: Cost of Energy, energy efficiency vs. cost 
• Environmental studies: How energy sources harm the 

environment, ripple effect of harming the 
environment 
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