Appendix

The unit, “We Want Live Words,” meets the following Common Core standards by means
of analysis of short stories, poems, songs, video clips, speeches, and visual art; the
comparison of texts of different time periods, mediums, and authors; the composition of
number of short argumentative tasks; and the oral defense of opinions by means of the
citation of textual evidence and the command of formal speech.

RL 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL 5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the
differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

RL 8 Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible,
including describing how the material is rendered new.

W 1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

S 2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.qg.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial,
political) behind its presentation.

S 6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.



